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Sideshadowing: A Strategy for gett ing good peer response 
Learning to identify strengths, weaknesses, gaps, and the potential of your own writing is 
a really valuable skill to develop.  Most of you, when you are writing, are probably 
thinking things like “this idea isn’t very well developed yet,” “I really like this section 
because…” or,  “I really need to do more research on __________” .   
 
Sideshadowing, or simply writing in the margins of your own paper, is a writing strategy 
that is intended to help you get those comments into your draft so that readers know more 
about what you are/were thinking as you were writing.  Sideshadowing is a strategy that 
is meant to get you the kind of feedback you want—specific feedback on specific 
elements in your paper.   
 
Like any writing strategy, sideshadowing will take practice, and it will take commitment 
on the part of the writer and reader.  We will use this strategy whenever we do peer 
reviews in this class—I encourage you to use it whenever you ask someone to give you 
feedback on a paper.   
 
Writers: sideshadow your own texts  

• Make marginal comments (or insert comments as you write) in your own text 
before giving it to peer reviewers. 

• Create questions to pose to your own drafts, questions you would like readers 
to think about and answer.  

• Don’t ask “is this good?” or “is this clear?”  Tell your readers why you think a 
paragraph or a section is good, but why you are unsure, or why you think a 
paragraph might be unclear or in need of help.  

• Insert the ideas, possibilities, and uncertainties that you were not able to put 
down on the page.  

 
Peer reviewers: consider early drafts as sites of possibility 

• Identify ideas, sources, story threads, images, etc. that could be developed.  
• Limit your use of directional comments (“you should do X”).  
• Confine editing comments to near final drafts. 
• Generally help the writer expand and see possibilities, rather than contract and 

focus right away.  Help the writer see how a real reader responds.   
 
Peer response prompts readers can use for end comments 

• I like . . .  
• I am unclear about . . .  
• I have questions about . . .  
• You might try . . .  

 
Sideshadowing is a response technique meant to create dialogue among students, and 
between students and instructors.  You are welcome to modify the strategies, but I 
strongly encourage all of you to take active steps towards getting good feedback.   
Source: Welch, Nancy. “Sideshadowing Teacher Response.”  College English 60 (1998): 374-95. 
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Examples of good sideshadowing questions. 
 
Good sideshadowing questions should identify a problem your recognize in your own 
writing, and then it should asked for feedback, suggestions, or specific evaluations.   
 

1. My title is too bland—any suggestions? 
2. I am having _______ (fill in the blank) trouble with my introduction, what can 

you suggest? 
3. I think my tone shifts on page 3: did you notice the shift, and how can I fix it?  
4. I have a tendency to over-use the passive voice.  Did you notice me doing that in 

this paper?  Where ?   
5. I am not sure I supported my thesis (or dominant impression) strongly enough: 

what kinds of additional evidence do you think I could use?   
6. I don’t feel like I am really bringing my subject to life—any suggestions for 

making this profile more lively?  
7. My ending just repeats everything I have said.  How can I make it more 

interesting? 
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Comment: Sideshadowing can be done 
electronically (like this) by  
1.Highlighting a word, phrase, sentence, or 
paragraph you want to respond to. 
2. Clicking on “Insert” and then “Comment” or 
perhaps using the sticky note icon.  
3.Writing your comment the sticky note 
provided.  


